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The City of Madison Engineering Division has been hosting
watershed public information meetings to educate the
community about what it’s doing to build resilient flooding
infrastructure for the future.
A watershed is an area of land where precipitation that
falls on it drains to a common waterway such as a stream
or lake. The watershed acts like a funnel by
collecting all the water within the area and channeling it
to a single point.
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The City is leading eight watershed studies in all this year.
The public information meetings will allow the community
to take part in the watershed studies, which will help City
engineers identify existing flooding problems, develop
solutions and prioritize improvements.
The studies are expected to take over 18 months. During
this time, the city will look at watersheds as a whole to
make sure solving a flooding problem upstream won’t
push more water downstream and cause more flooding.
From there, the City can simulate how solutions will
Impact the whole system.
Eventually, the City plans to complete watershed studies
city-wide, but will prioritize the above based on extreme
flooding from summer 2018.
Resources:
▪ Report flooding: cityofmadison.com/flooding
▪ City of Maidson Engineering Division Facebook page:
Facebook.com/CityofMadisonEngineering
▪ Sign up for weekly updates: cityofmadison.com/livework/extreme-weather/flooding/updates

Welcome to Old Sauk Trails Park
▪

Michael Baker International
1255 Fourier Drive

OSTP BUSINESS NEWS
Wisconsin Mutual Insurance Welcomes Ryan Strohm to their Team
Ryan has worked in public accounting within the insurance industry for his
entire career,. A shift to the private sector in the same industry was a natural
transition. One of the most appealing reasons for the career switch was the
ability to be involved with and understand the key business decisions made
from the company side.
Gaining this perspective of what drives profitable and sustainable financial
results like WMI's was intriguing to Ryan and he expressed that he is "excited
to be joining the Wisconsin Mutual team and to have the opportunity to work
for a company that is well respected throughout Wisconsin". Ryan holds a
Bachelor of Business Administration degree in Accounting as well as a Master
of Professional Accountancy, both from the University of Wisconsin - Whitewater. He is a Certified Public Accountant and is also a member of the
WICPA and AICPA.
Wisconsin Mutual is thrilled to have Ryan as our new Assistant Treasurer. His
prior experience compliments how we do business at WMI and he is a strong
addition to our team.

8201 Excelsior Drive
Madison, WI 53717

SupraNet Communications, Inc. Celebrates 25 Years in Business
On September 1, 2019, SupraNet Communications, Inc. celebrated its 25th anniversary. It is our mission to deliver
fast, direct and reliable Internet and data center services to businesses in Greater Madison, all backed by our
hands-on customer service.
In 1994 SupraNet aspired to set a standard of excellence as a service provider, and to become a well-respected
and engaged corporate citizen. 25 years later SupraNet remains responsive to the needs of more than 400 clients,
provides relevant and scalable services, and has established a reputation for social responsibility and community
involvement.
Thank you to all of our clients, partners and friends who continue to support us
and make us the company we are today!

8000 Excelsior Drive
Suite 204
Madison, WI 53717
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OSTP BUSINESS NEWS
Cordell & Cordell Attorneys Receive Recognitions and Celebrate 30 Years
The domestic litigation firm, Cordell & Cordell, will celebrate its 30 th anniversary in 2020. The past three
decades have seen a small, single-office firm in St. Louis, Mo., flourish into the world’s largest family law firm
representing men in divorce with almost 300 attorneys and more than 100 offices across the United States and in
the United Kingdom.
Joseph E. Cordell and his wife, Yvonne, founded Cordell & Cordell in 1990 and soon recognized an
imbalance in courts for fathers going through divorce. With a unique focus on advocating for men in family law
cases, law offices were launched nationwide so that Cordell & Cordell could reach fathers facing
challenges in court in as many places as possible.
Cordell & Cordell opened its Madison office in 2011 and has since represented more than 1,000 clients in all areas
of family law. The Madison team – Associate Attorney Heidi Nepscha, Senior Litigation Attorney Brad Schweiger,
Paralegal Ruthan Goecks, and Law Office Administrator Jennifer Orlando – is led by Litigation Manager Anne
Scipior and Regional Partner Erica Gittings. Ms. Gittings was recognized as a Wisconsin Rising Star by Super Lawyers,
a Thomson Reuters rating service of outstanding lawyers, for four consecutive years from 2015 to 2018. In 2019, she
was appointed as the Branch 11 Supplemental Court Commissioner of the Dane County Circuit Court.
In 2016, Ms. Nepscha was bestowed the 2016 Belle Case La Follette Award by the Wisconsin Law
Foundation for providing representation to underserved and marginalized populations. Ms. Scipior is a
member of the Dane County Bar Association and is a Collaborative Family Law Council of Wisconsin Board
Member while Mr. Schweiger is a member of the Wisconsin State Bar, the Western District of Wisconsin, and the
Dane County Bar Association.
The Madison office continues to uphold Cordell & Cordell’s mission as a leader in family law and strives to provide
exceptional service to clients in the Madison area for years to come.

8040 Excelsior Drive
Suite 403
Madison, WI 53717
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NEW SPACES IN OSTP
November News from Iconica
Our designers, in particular, love the changes in color that Fall brings. They notice how people react to different
combinations of hues and throughout each project, they think about how to recreate those reactions with their
finish selections. At Iconica, we are all grateful for the variety of people and projects we work with. We love helping
guide customers from start through finish and cheering them on as we complete their roadmap to project success
together.
Congrats to recent clients as they move into their newly updated spaces: BDO, Gannett Fleming, MBI, and
Thompson Investment Management. Recently, we also helped the tenants of One Erdman Place by constructing a
new parking structure for their growing staff. See more photos online at iconicacreates.com

901 Deming Way
Madison, WI 53717

Thompson Investments new office
(seen above) is located at 1255
Fourier Drive, Suite 200

BDO’s new office (at right) is
located at 1 Erdman Place,
Suite 404
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OSTP FALL NEWS
Helloooo Fall!
Fall is officially here, and what a year it’s been! In the past few months, we’ve won a few awards, welcomed a
drove of new business, and added to our fearless crew. As always, we feel incredibly thankful for our clients and our
broader Madison community.
WE MADE THE INC 5000
During our first year of eligibility, we made the Inc 5000: Inc. Magazine’s list of fastest-growing private companies in
the nation. Here’s how we ranked:
National:
#571 Fastest-Growing Private Company (Overall)
#58 Fastest-Growing Private Company (Marketing & Advertising)
Wisconsin:
#6 Fastest-Growing Private Company (Overall)
#1 Fastest-Growing Private Company (Marketing & Advertising)
WE WERE NAMED ONE OF MADISON’S BEST PLACES TO WORK
… for the third year in a row (thanks Madison Magazine!). We continue to focus on furthering our employees’
professional growth, enhancing their benefits, and fostering a supportive, positive company culture.
WE ACQUIRED NEW BUSINESS FROM ADESYS
We acquired the web-related business of Adesys, a Madison-based IT specialist, so that they can focus on their IT
services. We also welcomed former Adesys design/developer Sam Barber to our crew.
MORE NEW CREW
In addition to Sam, this Fall we welcomed Kathryn Wundrow and Bri Ugalde to our Account Management team.
Kathryn boasts years of agency experience and Bri is a recent grad with a knack for social media marketing. We
couldn’t be more thrilled to grow
our TDR family!

8401 Excelsior Drive
Suite 104
Madison, WI 53717

www.gialamas.com | 5

FINANACIAL NEWS
Providing Real-Life Solutions for 20 Years
Since 1999 MVP Financial Services, Inc. (MVP) has been leveraging their insurance experience, knowledge, and
resources to help Financial Advisors, CPA’s, Attorneys, Brokers and Agents provide life, retirement, long term care,
and income protection for their clients’ families and businesses. MVP is known as a leading source for real-life client
solutions by providing creative answers to the uncertain questions in life.
“We have five office locations in the Midwest and are proud to call Madison our Wisconsin headquarters,” said
Dawn Nelson, CLU ChFC, Partner and Chief Marketing Officer. Financial advisors working with MVP grow their
practices by utilizing MVP contracts for life insurance, long-term care, income protection, annuities and critical illness
solutions which give financial stability, risk management, and peace of mind to their clients. Uniting with MVP frees
an advisor’s time to concentrate on their clients while MVP focuses on the intricate design, projection,
Implementation, and service details of each case.
“All I have to do is call MVP to explain my case to them, and they come back to me with the best possible solution
for my client,” said Brent Pahnke, President of Retirement Solutions. “Life insurance is a secondary business for me, so
I don’t need to be the insurance expert too.”
MVP’s specialists work in tandem with advisors, enabling them to present opportunities and deliver solutions to their
clients which meet their financial objectives and protect them against the unexpected. The veteran case managers
are dedicated to processing business with the most responsive service possible. MVP also has an experienced
Underwriting Director on staff available to work directly with advisors on large, health challenged, and complicated
insurance scenarios.
MVP is a proud member of AIMCOR Group, a national Independent Marketing Organization, which focuses on core
companies and long-term commitments. They are also a member of the National Association of Independent Life
Brokerage Agencies (NAILBA) and the National Association of Insurance and Financial Advisors (NAIFA). The MVP
team is dedicated to protecting the business and independence of all financial advisors.

8030 Excelsior Drive
Suite 301
Madison, WI 53717

Food Drive to benefit Second Harvest Food Bank
Once again this year, PharmaSeek Company is hosting a food
drive on behalf of Second Harvest. The Second Harvest Food
Bank is Southern Wisconsin's largest hunger relief charity. Together
with hundreds of other local agencies, they work to ensure
families, children and seniors have enough food.
The food drive runs from November 4th through November 22nd
this year. Donation items can be dropped off in the donation
barrel located in the main lobby of 8040 Excelsior Drive.
Non-perishable food items, non-food grocery items and
monetary donations are all accepted.

8040 Excelsior Drive
Suite 300
Madison, WI 53717
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BUSINESS UPDATES

New name, still providing the same great service
Gingras, Cates & Wachs law firm announces a name change to Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs, and launches new
branding including a brand-new website and logo.
“The firm’s name change recognizes the firm’s reach and service to all parts of Wisconsin,” said Gingras, Thomsen &
Wachs Partner, Robert Gingras. “We’ll continue to right the wrong for our clients and get them the justice they
deserve under the Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs name.” With accomplished leadership across Gingras, Thomsen &
Wachs’ four locations, the firm will continue to outthink, out-strategize and outwork the opposition for clients.
In Madison, Robert Gingras and the passionate team of attorneys will continue to overcome injustices for clients with
their expertise in personal injury, employment law and more. In Milwaukee and Waukesha, Mark Thomsen and the
firm’s local presence and proven success in civil rights cases will continue to inspire further change in the city and
beyond. In Eau Claire, Dana Wachs and the team of dedicated attorneys will continue to advocate for the people
of Wisconsin by fighting for fairness, equality and justice for everyone.
Gingras, Thomsen & Wachs Lawyers is home to attorneys who are named to multiple top-lawyers lists, including The
American Trial Lawyers Association’s Top 100 Trial Lawyers, Wisconsin Super Lawyers and Best Lawyers in America.
Find us at gtwlawyers.com

8150 Excelsior Drive
Madison, WI 53717
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OSTP NON-PROFIT NEWS

Milestones for Madison Reading Project
Madison Reading Project celebrated its 100,000th book
given in October. The five-year-old nonprofit provides
quality books and literacy programming at no cost to
children, families, community centers, food pantries,
schools and social workers to build up relevant and
current titles for home libraries, and to inspire a love of
reading. To top off the huge milestone, Madison
Reading Project was also one of two recipients of a
national award presented by The Society of Children's
Book Writers and Illustrators for championing children's
literacy.

8030 Excelsior Drive
Suite 306
Madison, WI 53717

The SCBWI staff and local chapter hosted a celebration
for supporters and families, where children could select
from over a thousand books donated by the member
authors and illustrators.
Madison Reading Project was thrilled to receive the
honor and to have it timed so perfectly with their
100,000th book was a serendipitous moment.

"Our team thanks everyone over the years that has
supported us with books, funding, and volunteering.
Everyone can participate in helping bring more
literacy glee and opportunities to underserved
children and families in our community."
If you would like to get involved by volunteering,
hosting a book drive, sponsoring an event or our book
bus program please visit madisonreadingproject.com
100,000th book photo- from left: Kim Turissi, SCBWI Director of
Special Events, Phoebe age 9, and Rowan Childs,
Executive Director of Madison Reading Project
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES IN OSTP

The Continuing Education Engine for South Central Wisconsin’s Economy
With a continuing emphasis on meeting employer needs, Madison College is building on its reputation as the leading
professional development training authority in south-central Wisconsin.
“That has been our mission since Day One, but sometimes that gets lost because of all the other programs the
college offers,” says Dennis Wessel, director of Madison College’s School of Professional Development and
Continuing Education. “Professional Development and Corporate Training have been our best-kept secrets.”
A highly trained workforce not only benefits employers but also entire communities. “There’s a tremendous need for
these programs,” says Amanda La Grew, associate manager for the school. “There’s such a shortage of skilled
workers today that employers are looking internally. It’s really about developing and retaining the people they
have.”
This fall, Madison College began incorporating the renowned CliftonStrengths Series into four of its workplace and
leadership development courses to help participants identify their strengths — that can lead to greater productivity
and more engagement at work. To that end, Madison College’s School of Professional and Continuing Education
offers hundreds of professional development training courses designed for both employers and employees in the
form of individual classes, as well as customized contract training.
“Being part of a thriving community means providing a steady workforce in that community,” Wessel says. “Madison
College plays a critical role in developing and maintaining that kind of successful work-play-live environment.”
If you would like more information, please contact us at madisoncollege.edu/ce, or call 608-258-2301, Option 2.

8017 Excelsior Drive
Suite 125
Madison, WI 53717
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GIVING BACK IN OSTP
SwimWest is a Holiday Donation Drop Off Site
SwimWest will be a dedicated drop off site for Toys for Tots donations, collecting
new toys for the community from November 1st-December 8th.
The mission of the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots program is to collect
new, unwrapped toys during November and December each year, and to
distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to less fortunate children in the community.
Toys for Tots delivers a message of hope to less fortunate youngsters that will assist
them in becoming responsible, productive, patriotic citizens.

1001 Deming Way
Madison, WI 53717

SwimWest will also be collecting non-perishable food items for MOM Food Pantry
for the month of December. A list of the most requested food items can be found
below.
Coming up in January, SwimWest will be celebrating it's
30th Anniversary!

Top 10 Most Needed Food Pantry Donations:

1.

Canned tomatoes, all types

2.

Baking supplies, all types

3.

Spices, Herbs, Salt, Pepper

4.

Vinegar (all types - cooking and white )

5.

Canned Salmon, Sardines

6.

Mustard and Ketchup

7.

Whole Grains (Oats, Barley, Quinoa, etc.)

8.

Heart Healthy Cooking Oil

9.

Hair Care Products for People of Color (shampoo,
conditioners, etc.)

10. Laundry Detergent - fragrance free/allergens
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OSTP HOLIDAY GIFTING
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